
Step 5 - Attach the alligator clip to the {"'rGold.

CONTENTS OF PACKAGE

Length : .. : 6.3"
Width 4.0..
Depth 1.5..
With Batteries 8.5 oz

SPECIFICAnONS: 11,,-

Dimensions:

Weight:

I. Activator
2. Electrolyte
3. Eraser and Cotton Swabs
4. Owner's Manual
5.M-18A9 Gold Tester

Operating Temperature: .........65 to 90 degrees Fahrenheit
Step 7 - Hold test Gold in the liquid without moving f..- about 2 seconds (until
reading on the Karat indicators is obtained) User should brace a part of the hand
on the same surface that the M-18A9 rests on and when possible, brace test gold
on the inside of the Test Well just under the surface of the liquid being very
careful not to touch the reference Gold at the bottom of the Test Well.

Step 6 - Carefully immerse enough of the· test Gold into the liquid to start the
"Testing" light without touching the reference gold at the bottom of the Test
Well and without touching the alligator clip to the liquid. (Note: Clip must be
thoroughly cleaned and dried after any a«idental immersion into the liquid.)

OPERATING INSTRUCfIONS

! Step 1 - Move the power switch up for Yellow Gold or down for White Gold

1:7~Do_""', ,"""",......._"'" o<,~w,,,
I, Step 3 - Dispense exactly 3 drops of the Ele<trolyte into the Test Well.

Step 4 - If required, carefully clean the test'Gold with the gray side of the eraser
at the area to be immersed in the Test Well.

1

Oris Nelson Enterprise, In••
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Fort Pier<e, FL 34950
Pbone: 772-429-0045

Fax: 772-429-0170

M-18A9
Gold Tester

Owner's Manual

INTRODUCfION

IMPORTANT - Before testing, reod the entire manuaL

IT IS IMPORTANT THAT THE TEST GOLD NOT BE MOVED ABOUT
IN THE ELECfROLYTE AFTER THE TEST HAS STARTED UNTIL A
READING IS OBTAINED!

'f'

Congratulations on your pur<hase of the M-18A9 Gold Tester. You will be
pleased by the fast and easy operation of the unit; and with minimal care, you
will have years ofa«urate service.

Feedback from users of the M-18A9 Gold Tester indicate an overwhelming
response in acreptance and ease of use testing all Gold in the jewelry business.

Oris Nelson Enterprise, Inc. worked to develop a new way to test gold reliably
with a Patented· pro<ess that gives an a«Urate and non-destructive test result
which is the best and fastest in the industIy. This process can distinguish non­
gold and gold plate from true "Karat Gold" without the destructive Fire Assay
testing which would change the value of the jewelry.

Oris Nelson Enterprises, Inc. brings you one of the fastest and easiest Gold
Analyzer for all the trades where jewelry and "Karat Golds" have to be quickly
and a«urately evaluated - The M-18A9 Gold Tester.

·U.S. PATENTS 5080766, 5128016
OTHER U.S. & INTERNATIONAL PATENTS PENDING

Step 8 - When Karat indicator lights go on, (Testing light will go out) remove
test Gold from liquid and read from the Karat indicator display "bar graph" tbe
bigbest value tbat is lit at tbis time. The display will automatically reset and
be ready for the next test.

Step 9 - After the test, use a paper tower or other disposable soft absorbent item
to wipe the area of the test Gold that was immersed in the liquid as soon as
possible after each use. Also absorb the liquid from the Test Well and safely
discard when finished testing or in 5 minutes. If the liquid is allowed to stay on
the test Gold for an extended time, it may discolor the test Gold slightly. This
can be removed with almost any jewelry-.brightening product.
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Warning: Do not allow any .bemi.... , to enter the opening aroun'd tbe
swit.b; tbis may damage tbe unit and void the warranty.

Please read warning on bottle labels aififftbe following before performing any
tests.

The "ACTIVATOR" is a Peroxide similar to peroxides used in the home but
stronger. If contamination occurs, you must then safely dispose of the Activator.
(i.e. drops dispensed and then drawn back into the bottle) Peroxide will
gradually release oxygen under pressure. DO NOT keep contaminated Activator
bottle. Replacement bottle(s) of Activator are available (separately from 2 part
kits), at a nominal charge through both distributors and the manufacturer.

DO'S AND DON'TS

• DOD't leave liquid ia the Test Well. Do CIeaD after eub test or 5 miautes.
• Do occasionally clean reference Gold at the bottom of the Test Well with a cotton

swab. especially if you suspect any test error.
• Do clean the test Gold, before testing. Unclean Gold may result in inaccurate

readings. In any case, do clean the Gold before retesting in the same area.
• Do keep Gold chains very tight (link to link) during testing. Use the fewest number

of links (one if possible) between tbe alligator clip and the Gold link to be imme....J
into the liquid. Three problems can exist when testing chains.

I. There may be dirt or contamination between the links that would require
intensive cleaning (i.e. Ultrasonic) before testing.

2. Some chains, especially certain European manufactured chains have a thin
non-metallic coaling lhal must be removed before lesting that area. The
eraser may be used 10 remove lhis coaling.ii ~I

3. When testing chains, remember that the !f'!\Ie!',often used at the link(s) is
ofa lower Karat lhan the rest of lhe chain. Therefore, avoid lesting in thaI
area.

• Do make sure good contacl is achieved belween lhe lesl Gold and lhe alligalor clip.
lflhe object 10 be lested is too large to fil in the clip, hold lhe clip tightly againsllhe
test Gold during lesling. ":.

• Do always clean the test Gold surface with the eraser before any repeat testing.
• Do replace the Electrolyte and Activator kit every 18 months.
• Don't use chemicals for more than 5 minutes. Once chemicals are dispensed in the

Test Well, they may be used for multiple testing for a period ofup to 5 minutes.
• Don't touch the test Gold or alligator clip to the refmnce Gold at the bottom of the

Test Well. If this happens, remove liquid, carefulJy~lean reference Gold at the
bottom of the Well with a cotton swab.
Don't Jet the alligator clip touch the liquid.



TESTING FOR PALLADWM
TROUBLE SHOOTING GUIDE

Problem: "NOT OOLD" reading for all teItI.

e-'SoIalion: Alligator clip in liquid during teat.

The colora are obtained by the .... of two or more med quantitiea of NM
metals. Tbeae bale metaIa are Silver. Copper. Zinc and Nickd. Not oaIy lie
there four t.ic: colon, but each color _ aDd cIoea wry the peteenlllfel of the
bale metaIa. AI audt, there is no apet:iftc focmuIa for each color of00Id. This
makes far a rmge ofnedinsa in eachco~ a VIrialion in eadI color at aay
specific Ie.- mixtute. ,', I .r.

11IeIe _lbur basic c:oIan orGold
I. yettow _COIIIIIIOII
2. Wbhe , _COIIIIIIOII
J. Red (PiD\<IRaoe) .. : _
4. 0..... -.y IIIlCOIIIIbm

GOLD COMrOIIITION

Problem: 18 K.- indicatiOll far Illle1l1.

e-'SoIalion: T.. Gold removed JIIbl..out.
Teat Gold or clip Ill .....Gold. bottom
ofwell.
'J'borou&III1c1ea 1M.....

'0

Problem: The teatin& light does lIlII .....

"

CAUTION - The M-IBA9 Gold Teater is .'highly accurate, precisiOll instrument
ror determining Gold K.- valuea. HoweVer. sbouId any disagreement aiae
with its use, it is recommended that a confirmation be obtained with a Fire Aawy
examination process. This deviee, althongb highly accurate, sbouId be used as a
guide to Gold K.- valuea. The exactness ofthe device depends 011 adherence
to the instructions provided in this manual and the knowledge orthe bale metal
alloys that are involved.

The M-IBA Gold Teller can distinguiali between Karats of the two popular
colora, Yellow and White by means of. color selector switch. MOlt red color
Gold can be determined by lIIing the White range selector positiOll. MOlt gJeen

color Gold Can be determined by lIIing the Yellow rmge selector position.
There are no ranges that are compatible for,"" 011 dental Gold alloys.

~ C.... _GoIdin_llIbe.....
A11iptDr clip DOt ccaIecItld Ill 00Id.
RefenDce Gold COIIIed.
11torougbIy cIea 1Mp1d"

Problem: "Yellow Gold" or "White Gold" does not light.
Low Battery 1i(Jbt ia tIL

~ Rept_ batteries observins the polaity 011 the holder.

FINAL POINT

It is strongly recommended that users of the M·IBA9 Gold Teller practice
testiDa for Gold Plate 011 a few items believed « known III be Gold........ A

I few .... of pnctice lUllS will impart confidence to the point that the user will
find testiDa for Gold P\aIe to be fait IIId easy.

Karat DeeIIuI cJ.i ~:a;!""" per
Gold lOOOth

18k .750 75.8.., 0, 750
14k .583 58.3 ' 583
12k .500 50.0 500
10it .417 41.7 417
SIt .333 33.3 333

IF mE BATTERIES ARE INSTALLED INCORRECTY. mE
WARRANTY IS VOID AND DAMAGE MAY RESULT.,

Wben the Low Battery~ _ on, it is .-sary to rep1Ke the batteriea
berore openling the unit. Simply __ the 4 ama1I acrewa Iocaled on the ....
or the Gold Teater. under tile bI8c:k tubber~~ven. CaretWIy remove the
rear cover. Locate the three "AA" batteriea~ very careful to observe the
COITCCt polmty as shown 011 the battery holder. Insert batteries according to the
original polmty; repl_ the .... cover. being careful nolto pinch the wire leads
with the cover.

No main_ is required outaide ofcIeanin&after testiDa as described in Step
9 orthe Opendina IIlIlnIclionI. (ptIIC S)

J. The same Electrolyte can be used far8'iW comparisons, (the un-enIOd
or un-filed area teat aDd the enIOd « ).

") J ., •.

Tallie ofSCudanil

Both Palladium IIId Platinum will indic:ale K.- Gold if teIted. Platinlllll
jewelry is uauaJly tnded at a hi'" price .-n Gold jewelry, 10 Platinlllll is
seldom mned as Gold. Palladilllll, bowev«lr. is~ to one-tbird the
price of pure Gold, 10 it abouJd be noted dial pure Palladium might ned u
medium K.- SOld. Palladium prona -ma.- lie sometimes IOldered Into
diamond IOlitaire White Gold rinp. If Palladilllll is IIIIpCCted, it is easily
diatiJI&uisbed &om 00Id, .. nitric acid will quIc:Idy tum Palladilllll dark, Gold is
not atfected in this way.

PRECAUTIONS

I. Wben testiDa the un-ensed or un-filed portion, be sure that the teat.. has
beat relatively unaft'eetod by w_. Flal or thin Gold plated items wiD tend
to be "wom -.nd the edaa". If it is c1iftic:uIt not to ClIpOIC a worn area
whca --. .. UD«aaed or UIlfiIIed ... the user may wish to aeIectIwIy
mask aay area in queatioa with fait dryina 18cquCr. The~ far lllIIIkIaa
a wom surface lint is tbat you may obtain the lower Ie.- teadina beIbre
aay eraain& or fiIina has beat accomplisbed. Therefore you may not let a
lower Ie.- value 011 ,..r second teat aDd not be able to determine that you
are teatin& Gold Plate.

2. Wben testiDa the enIOd or filed portion, be sure that enough of the surface
area immersed in the liquid ia enaed or filect down to expose the auapected
"bale metal" IIlIdemeath.

• DH·t .............. tIleT..W.. 0.-. .......... _ ... 5 __.

• Do 0CCISi0IIaIIy claD OoIcIlIlbe boltom orlbe Test Well with a cotlon
swab, apeeialIy iryou ..,. .... error.

• Do clem lbe Gold, bebe testiJla. uoa- Gold may in iJlaccurIIe
Iadiap. ID..,. c.... lbe Gold bebe.-u. ia lbe ....

• Do bop 00IcI dloioa -.y liPI (IIat to Iiat) duriaI..... u.. lbe re- IIIIIIlber
of Iiata (OlIO IfpouilIIe) '--lbe aDipIar dip aDd 00IcI1iat to be immened
is> lbe Iiqaid. 11lree ........... _alit .....

I. 11IeIe may be dirt ex iDMi- '-- lbe Iiata thII wouIcI requiJe
i-.McIeaaiaa f U\tJMoaic) bebe .....

2. Some cboias, eapeciaIIy....... Eunlpea -.liIclured dloioa haw a thiJl
-meCOIIilII thII_ be ......... bebe testiJlI thII .... Tbe
_may be....s .. _Ibis codDa-

J. WbeD testiJlI cIIolaa, .-..thIIlbe aotder ofteD ....s allbe IU*(s) is
ora lowerK.II IbmlIIIl_oflbe ct.iD. 'I1Ieretilrc, awid taliDI in thII. ,-.
II'eL .." ,

• Do make 11ft IIlod _ is~~ lbe .... Gold and lbe alliplor clip.
If lbe object .. be .... is too ..... fit iD lbe clip, bold lbe clip tiIbiJy apiDst lbe
.... 00IcI duriIII testiJla. .

• Do atways ..... lbe_ 00IcI ...... with lbe _ bebe..,. repeallaliJIa.
• DoJep\acelbe~" ~Idt..." 11--.
• DoD·t_ .......__ Ibm 5 0Dce ....... _ cIiIpeDsed ill lbe

T.. Wet\, they may be.._ -'tIpIe _ a period ofup" 5 .........

• DoD't tlIIIdllbe .... OoIcIex aU....clip .. lbe 00IcI 01 doe boltom orlbe
T.. Welt. If Ibis bappeas. _ liquid, canf\dIy Gold II lbe
boltom orlbe Welt with a _ ......

• DoD'tlel lbe aIJiptor clip !ouch lbe \lquid.

TESTING FOR GOLD PLATE

.", ;.

DO'S AND DON'TS

GENERAL DESCRIP110N O,1Jl9CEDUU
To determine tbat .. han is 001(..... "--Gold". the user of the MIB-A9
Gold Teller m... tab at \east twW&i't..t radiDp, one nediDa of a surface
that has not beat enIOd« fiJed. The of the enIOd« filed surface will
be lower ir the metal IIIICIemealb .NOT GOLD. (To be sure the metal
UDdemeath is not Palladium, _ the lIeCtion 011 "TESTING FOR
PALLADIUM") The M-IBA9 Gold Teller will ned as "NOT GOLD" if a
sufficient area of IIOII-Gold is exPoeect to the liquid but the un-ensed «un-filed
Gold plate exposed to the liquid does have some ef'tect 011 the reading; that is
why number two of the folJowina aectiOll wtiIer "PRECAUTIONS" is importmL

... '"

1NTR0DUcnON
ProbIbIy most of the Gold plated items referred to .. "COIlUme jewelry" or
"faIhion jewelry" COtIIIio Gold at the surface which is no tbidter than 8
millioaths of .. iDcIL Sudt a Gold p\ale is referred to as Gold fIasb. A Jarae
percent8&e of Gold fIasb is IUfIic:ientIy thin aDtdI« microscopically JIOIOUS tbat
the M-I8A9 Gold Taler will "natI thnIuIb" the p\aIe aDd iDdi_ "NOT
GOLD". A thicker p\aIe will ned .. K..a Gold __ a portioa of the surface
that is beiJII -.I is enIOd widI the __ « filed III 0llp0IC the IIlda1
UDdemeath. The _1hou1d be ..... fint choice IiDce it is __ to UIe aDd
non-destructive. However. the _'will not wodc 011 Gold plate.

Wben testiDa for Mavy Gold p\IIlIei,"it may be aeceuary to .... a fait dryins
lacquer or a material auc:b as clear 'fiDaemaiJ polish. The .. to be t$ed mllll
be coated with the lacquer and allowed to dry. Next make a file mark in the
center or the .-ina deep enough to expose the bale metal. Then teat the
exposed base metal with the M·18A Gold Teller. Do not allow the electrolyte to
touch any pan ofthe Gold that has not been coated.


